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Introduction

CH-EU issue: a topic for universities communication offices?

1. Connection between the CH-UE Bilateral Agreements and the Swiss 
Research & Education sector

2. Effects of non-association 
3. Swiss access to EU programmes
4. Political calendar and milestones
5. Actors probably involved in the campaign

What role for universities?

6.    WORLD CAFE

What's next?
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FP 1 
(1984-88)

FP 2 
(1987-91)

FP 3 
(1990-94)

FP 4
(1994-98)

FP 5 
(1998-2002)

FP 6
(2002-06)

FP 7 
(2007-13)

FP 8 
Horizon 

2020
(2014-20)

FP 9
Horizon 
Europe

(2021-27)

February 2014: Swiss popular vote 
on the mass immigration initiative

May 2021: Swiss government rejects the 
proposed Swiss-EU institutional framework 
agreement (InstA)

March 2024: Switzerland and EU 
opened negotiations on package 
approach

CH participation in EU R&I Framework Programmes

1987: third country 2004: associated

Sept. 14 -
Dec. 16: 
partially 
associated

2017: 
associated

2021: non-
associated

March 24: 
transitional 
agreement

Since Sept. 
14: non-
associated 
to Erasmus



Bilateral agreement Switzerland-EU
B
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Research

Education

Space/Galileo

Source: FDFA Slide presentations (admin.ch)

https://www.fdfa.admin.ch/europa/en/home/dienstleistungen-publikationen/folien.html


28.11.2024  | SUPRIO Tagung 5

Horizon package

Source: FDFA Slide presentations (admin.ch)

Erasmus+

https://www.fdfa.admin.ch/europa/en/home/dienstleistungen-publikationen/folien.html


«State of play» on SERI website
Transitional measures to mitigate the
non-association +
Newly transitional arrangements
enabling researchers from CH to apply
to EU funding: https://www.horizon-
europe.ch

Education: 
https://www.sbfi.admin.ch/sbfi/en/hom
e/education/mobility/eu-education--
training-and-youth-programmes.html -
The Federal Council seeks an 
association to Erasmus+ as of 2027

https://www.horizon-europe.ch/
https://www.horizon-europe.ch/
https://www.sbfi.admin.ch/sbfi/en/home/education/mobility/eu-education--training-and-youth-programmes.html
https://www.sbfi.admin.ch/sbfi/en/home/education/mobility/eu-education--training-and-youth-programmes.html
https://www.sbfi.admin.ch/sbfi/en/home/education/mobility/eu-education--training-and-youth-programmes.html


Source SERI: www.horizon-europe.ch

2/3 of the programme 
is open for joint 
collaboration 
(«associated partner») – 
funded by SERI

1/3 closed:
No coordination
Lost of influence
Main exclusions:
- ERC grants → back 

for AdG 2024 and 4 
ERC Calls 2025, 

- EIC grants for 
industy (Accelerator 
step 1), 

- MSCA post-doctoral 
fellowships + 
COFUND,

- Quantum, Digital, 
Space joint projects

- ITER,...

http://www.horizon-europe.ch/


Source 
SERI: 
https://www
.horizon-
europe.ch

EC communication by end 2024 on 
eligibility for the remaining calls
2025??

https://www.horizon-europe.ch/
https://www.horizon-europe.ch/
https://www.horizon-europe.ch/


Erosion and weakening of Switzerland's competitiveness

• Exclusion from networks

• Loss of attractiveness

• Exclusion from the European innovation area
and key technologies

• Loss of project management and exclusion
from large-scale programmes

• Financial losses

• Decline in competitiveness

• Not involved in set-up for future programmes

• Research is conducted over the long term, 
so it can take 10 years or more for the
impact of changes in political conditions to
become fully evident

• Switzerland's position in European 
programmes suffers a deterioration since
the first loss of association in 2014-2016

• The current situation has a significant
impact on the younger generation
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Political milestones and possible calendar

Q4 2024?

Conclusion 
of 

negociations 
between EU 

and CH

Q1 2025

Message 
from Federal 
Council on 

BA III

Q2 2025

Consultation 
on BA III

Q3/Q4 2025-
2026?

Ratification 
by Federal 
Parliament

2026?

Referendum

2027?

2028?
Vote 

Q2/Q3 2025 Parliament« Pas de Suisse à 
10 millions » 
« Nachhaltigkeits-
Initiative »

Q1 2026 Vote … 2028 if counter project

Q2 2026 « Boussole » 
« Kompass-Initiative »
Submission deadline

20.3.25
scienceindustries 

presentation of 
impact of non-

association

Q3 2027
Federal 

Elections
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Actors probably involved in the campaign

Cantons? 

Federal Council?
Political 
parties

Student associations
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What role for universities? (I)

POLITICS

UMBRELLA ASSOCIATIONS

ACTORS IN THE FIELD
Questions from the 

media? 
parliamentarians? 

cantonal 
authorities?

Inform your 
communities?

Campaign, lobbying
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What role for universities? (II)

☛ Rigorously assess whether the 
topic affects the university’s 
missions 

☛ Assess whether there is 
expertise at the institutional 
level to share

- Determine whether the 
university takes a stance

- Define a communication 
strategy

- Identify ambassadors within 
the communitySpeak 

with one 
voice!

☛ Contribute to the debate on an 
important societal issue for 
research and education 

- expertise transfer

- promoting debates within 
the university community



Questions 
Fragen



World Café

1. Are the CH-EU negotiations an important topic within your 
university?
a. an object of discussion within e.g. the direction, international affairs or 

research units? 
b. an object of discussion within the community (student associations, 

researchers, colloborations with the industry, etc.)?
c. does the non-association affect your university (research / education)?

2. Do you have questions from medias or politics on this issue?
3. Would your university be prepared to get involved? If so, what 

would you need?
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What's next?

• Keypoints? 
• Q&A
• Keyfacts?
• Sprachregelung?
• …



Merci de votre attention et participation

Vielen Dank für Ihre Aufmerksamkeit 
und Teilnahme
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